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The Miracle of Technology in Family History Research
By Kaily Carson, NOTC Curator

Genealogy can be fun and rewarding; it can also be frustrating and difficult. However, in my experience, the hardest
part is knowing where to look for the information you are searching for. Sites like Ancestry and Family Search are
great ways to find records that have already been transcribed, making them easier to read and search. These search
engines include millions of birth, census, death, and military records from all over the world. But what do you do if
you are still left with gaps in your family tree, and questions about an ancestor’s life, even after you’ve searched those
public documents?

Many historical societies, museums, and libraries have original historical records in their collections. Most of those
institutions allow researchers to utilize those collections, but not everyone can travel in-person or spend hours each
day looking through boxes of documents. And that is why digitizing collections is so important. Online access to
these records can open countless doors for ge-
nealogists. And most museums, historical soci-
eties, and libraries would love to make their
collections public in that way — but digitizing
each page of hundreds or thousands of books or
papers takes time and money.

For years, the National Orphan Train Complex
has had original orphanage records from the
Home for the Friendless in its collection. We
have used these for internal research on various
orphan train riders, and shared images and in- |
formation with genealogists and researchers.
But we knew that these records had more to
give, and should be more widely accessible.
When I learned that Family Search, an online |
genealogy website, offers free digitization, our |
dreams came true!

In July of this year, Family Search, which is
based in Utah, sent a camera set up to Concor-
dia, Kansas. They also hired two technicians to
set up the camera and photograph each page of
our orphanage records. Now, just two months

MIKE is the man! He painstakingly scanned every record in the volumes from the

CONT. on page 3

American Female Guardian Society! Family Search provided the equipment.



@‘”‘f’w‘:; é
HATIOHALOPPHAH TRAINT COMPLEX

Museum & Research Center
CONCORDIA, KS

Curator: Kaily Carson
BA in Art History
Museum Studies Certificate

Head Researcher:
Lori Halfhide

Board of Directors:
Susan Sutton, President
Barbara Shunn, Vice President
Joan Fraser, Secretary
Wonda Phillips, Treasurer

Catherine Doud
Judy Hill
Fran Trost

Mary Ellen Johnson, Ex Officio

Crossroads Publication Staff:
Wonda Phillips, Editor
Lori Halfhide, Photographer

We welcome readers’ submis-
sions to Crossroads. If you have
a story idea or suggestion, or
wish to submit a Rider’s story,
please contact the NOTC office.

NOTC Mission: To collect, preserve, interpret, and disseminate knowledge about
the orphan trains, and the children and agents who rode them. The museum’s
collections, exhibitions, programming and research will instill a sense of pride
for Riders and Descendants; engage historians and researchers, heritage visitors
and the general public; and further promote understanding of this nationally
significant chapter of cultural and social history. (Updated 2/23/2021)

CONTACT INFORMATION

300 Washington Street, PO Box 322
Concordia, KS 66901-0322
Phone: 785-243-4471
Email: curator@orphantraindepot.org
Website: orphantraindepot.org

HOURS
Tuesday — Friday 10amto 12 pm & 1to 4 pm
Saturday - 10 am to 4 pm
Mondays by appointment (closed Sundays & holidays)
ADMISSION (sales tax included)
Adults S8 Students $4
Military & Groups of 10 or more $7 Adults/S3 Students

An appointment is necessary if you wish to visit with the
Curator or Head Researcher in person.

RESEARCH FEE POLICY: $30 per hour for each hour per name. First
two hours payment must accompany written request. Once research has been
completed, payment is expected before information is sent. NO walk-in re-
search will be conducted without a prior reservation. Walk-in requests for re-
search without an appointment will be honored by date completed form is re-
ceived. Policy not retroactive.

Crossroads is distributed digitally. If vou reauire a printed copny. please note on your

renewal form. Email us at NOTCcrossroadsegmail.com
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Follow us on Twitter at OrphanTrainDepo or
like us on Facebook as the National Orphan
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Train Complex.

Crossroads is a publication produced by the National Orphan Train Complex, Inc. committee. NOTC will not distribute the member-
ship list, except to members upon request, and to our affiliates. Crossroads staff reserves the right to edit submitted articles for con-
tent, space, and grammar.
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The Miracle of Technology in Family History Research, cont.

By Kaily Carson, NOTC Curator

later, over 187 documents (or about 26,700 pages)
from our collection are available online, for free, any-
where in the world.

Who will benefit from these records being online?
Two groups — the National Orphan Train Complex
and researchers worldwide! Researchers who are
looking for information about a family member who
might have been in the Home for the Friendless at
some point can now flip through each page of the rec-
ords, and may discover new information about their
family that they never had access to before. Many of
the children in these books never ended up on an or-
phan train, so these documents will help hundreds of
thousands of Americans, not just those who are relat-
ed to orphan train riders.

These records being available online will also help us,
by reducing how often we have to handle the original
books. Many of these records are well over 150 years
old, and they are fragile. Each time they are handled,
they are at risk of more damage. Being able to access
them online will ensure we can still search through the
books, without damaging them further. We can also
look through each page faster, allowing us to find
more orphan train riders more quickly. Just this week
I was able to find two more orphan train riders in the
records, and add them to our database. Our database
currently lists about 3% of all orphan train riders, but
as we go through these records, that number will cer-
tainly increase. Our ultimate goal is, of course, to one
day have all orphan train riders listed in that database!

One of these riders was named Grace Luthy. Grace
was surrendered in 1888 to the Home for the Friend-
less, along with a few of her siblings, by her father,
after he was ordered by the courts to give them up.
She was just three years old at the time. For the next
two years, she lived at the orphanage, where she
caught scarlet fever and a skin disease. These were
treated, and after she healed, she was sent to live with
a boat builder on Long Island in 1890. Grace was
loved by this family, but when an agent from the
Home for the Friendless visited a few months later,
they found the home unsuitable. Grace returned to the
Home, and the next year was taken by train to upstate
New York, where she found a second home. Unfortu-
nately, this family felt that Grace had a “jealous dispo-

sition,” and reported that she did not get along well
with their son. Grace lived with them for two years
before she once again returned to the Home. In 1894,
she was sent to her third home in Norwich, Connecti-
cut. Grace, however, become ill at that home, and was
returned to the Home yet again. Finally, in the fall of
1894, Grace was sent to her fourth and final home, in
Allenwood, New Jersey. Grace did well there, and she
was loved by her foster family. She remained with
that family for the rest of her childhood. She was able
to visit her birth siblings, and was even visited once
by her father. Grace eventually married, and had a
daughter of her own.

Grace’s record tells us important details about the or-
phan train movement. First, not all orphan train riders
were sent far away or out of state. Grace’s trip to
Elmira certainly would have necessitated a train ride,
so she does fall into the category of orphan train rider,
but she still lived most of her life relatively close to
New York City. Her story also tells us that some or-
phan train riders were able to have contact with their
birth families. It also confirms that agents from or-
phanages checked up on the children they placed,
both by mail and in-person. All of these details help
us get a better understanding of how the orphan train
worked, and how varied the experiences of riders
could be.

If you are interested in viewing Grace’s or other rec-
ords from the Home for the Friendless, here’s how
you can find them:

1. Log in or create a free account on Family Search
(familysearch.org)

2. Select “Search” along the top menu bar

3. Select “Images” from the Search drop down menu,
or from the secondary top menu bar

4. Fill in the following information in the search
fields:

Place — New York City, New York, United States
(1898-Present)

Life Event — Legal

Record Type — Orphanage Records

Images can be downloaded from Family Search, and
can be attached to family trees in Family Search.

Happiest of Holidays from the NOTC Board of Directors!
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THE SAME ORPHAN TRAIN FROM NEW YORK TO MINNESOTA MEET
By Renee Wendinger

For those that trace their genealogy, finding an ancestor that came to Minnesota on one of the infamous orphan trains
might raise varied questions, but imagine finding out that your descendants rode on the same train and sat next to each other!

Ed Murphy of Andover, Minnesota, came across an article that mentioned his grandparents’ names. Ed and Mary Griffin
of Eyota, Minnesota, the daughter of another orphan train rider, set out to track down the relatives of five little girls who rode an
orphan train to Fairmont, Minnesota in 1917. A rapid reunion transformed and all agreed to meet on June 30, 105 years to the
day the children were dispersed at the train depot. The five children who were a part of the Martin County, Minnesota Sentinel
article were:

- Marrled name Francis Murphy of Fairmont, MN
i 2. Marie Roberts wore #31, placed with Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Daly of Eyota, MN.

Married name Mary Carter of Eyota, MN.
3. Marcella Renner was placed with Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Renner of Fairmont, MN.
Married name Marcella Yarwood-Fricke of Minneapolis, MN.
4. Dorothy Hamburg was placed with Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Fast of New Ulm, MN.
Married name Dorothy Rubey-Gilbertson-Gephart.
5. Baby Girl King was placed with Charles and Carrie Davis of Madelia, MN.
Married name Helen Vee-Olson.

The New York Foundling Hospital sent children west on what became known as
“the baby trains” in 1873. A June 27, 1917, New Y ork W orld article validates these children

were among the seventy-five arriving in Minnesota on June 30,1917. The children left
New York Central Railroad on June 26, 1917, accompanied by two Sisters of Charity and  Marie Roberts

eight nurses. They changed trains in Chicago and boarded the Milwaukee which took them into Minnesota
and dropped them at depots along the way. Prospective parents eagerly awaited their arrival, holding a document with a number
to match the tag number the child was wearing. Attached to the shirt collars of little boys, and dress hems of little girls, were
their names, birthdates, and the name of the family that preauthorized an application for the child.

Others that rode on the same orphan train arriving on June 30, 1917 from New York to Minnesota were:
1. Sophia Kaminsky, wore #29 and got off the train at St. Paul, MN. Placed with Joseph and Mary Duda of Min-
neapolis, MN. She was placed a second time to Anna Greim of Springfield, MN. Married name Sophia Hil-
lesheim-Kral of Sleepy Eye, MN.
2. Mary Sullivan wore #35. Placed with Louis and Bessie Bezdicek of Lakefield, MN.
Married name Mary Allendorf of Minneapolis, MN.
3. Edward Miller wore #36. Placed with Louis and Bessie Bezdicek of Lake-
field, MN.
He remained Edward Miller of St. Paul, MN.
4. Bayley Talty wore #33. Departed the train in Mankato, MN. Placed with with
the Fred Perrizo family of Lake Crystal, MN. Bayley became Rev. Albert Talty
Perrizo. “What a surprise that 105 years later we can connect as children of or-
phan train riders and pay tribute to our family history,” said Edward Murphy of
Andover, MN. His mother was rider Francis Vandino.

“History is filled with events and peculiarities like the orphan trains, and
Dorothy Hamburg 110ve how the American spirit can make the best of difficult situations that we are

still celebrating more than one hundred years later,” said Tom Rubey of Woodbury,
£ | MN. His grandmother was rider Dorothy Hamburg.

J “When you look at the tiny shoes and dresses worn by these children, it really
il puts into perspective that they were just babies. I did a book signing several years ago
at Grand Central in New York City, and all I could think about was my mother’s two-
year-old legs walking down the great expanse of the terminal and getting on a train to
| the unknown,” said Renee Wendinger of Sleepy Eye, MN. Her mother was rider So-
| phia Kaminsky.

“This is such a great story. By the order of their tag numbers, they must have
sat right next to each other on the train. Imagine how scared they had to be,” said
Mary Griffin of Eyota, MN. Her mother was rider Marie Roberts.

Francis Vandino

.Sophia Kaminsky

Descendants Edward Murphy, Tom
Rubey, Melissa Rubey, Renee Wending-
er, Mary Giriffin, and Karen Murphy
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Benjamin Franklin Greenough
“Packsaddle Ben”

By Wonda Phillips, Crossroads Editor

That stack of papers. . .volunteering at the Complex a couple days a week, | have been working diligently for
several months to sort, file, and decide whether to keep or toss many, many paper copies that have been print-
ed out or sent to the National Orphan Train Complex by any number of persons with an interest in this history.
This is how we came upon the story of Rider eden ahbez, “Nature Boy” songwriter from Chanute, Kansas, who
was showcased in a story a few months back. His story was born from one piece of such paper that was getting
ready for the trash can. Here’s another, only there was more than just one piece of paper. It included a photo
and an obituary of a very colorful character, Benjamin Franklin Greenough.

In 1894, the Children’s Aid Society printed its annual report including a letter from Red Lodge, Montana,
by Benjamin Greenough:

Jan. 26", 1894

Children’s Aid Society:

As it has been quite a long time since last | wrote, | think it my duty to write now. My thoughts have been wan-
dering this evening back to the time when | was a homeless boy wandering through the streets of New York and
Brooklyn, as many a poor boy has done, and | cannot help but thank God that the Children’s Aid Society found
me, and sent me West, which saved me from a more than useless life and started me on a useful life, and since
| came here to Montana | have greatly benefited my financial condition. | have worked as a cowboy on the
Range during the past three years and now | have quite a few cattle of my own, also a fine ranch, which | took
up as a homestead claim, and in the near future | am to be married to a very estimable lady of Farmer City, III.;
then my start in life will be made.

I am living in town this winter, batching. My younger brother lives with me and attends school, but will return to
the ranch in the spring. | feel that | owe my present condition all to the Children’s Aid Society of New York. Well,
| will close for this time. | remain as ever,

Your obedient servant, Benj. Greenough

Born in Rockford, lllinois, on August 22,
1869, his family relocated to New York at some
point later. He was placed in Montana by the Chil-
dren’s Aid Society, but we have not been able to
find details about his placement. We think it possi-
ble that the CAS simply helped 17-year-old Benja-
min get a start in what was then the “wild west.”

As a youth in Brooklyn, New York, he
drove a horsecar over cobblestone streets before
leaving for the west. He then worked for the
Northern Pacific Railroad, ending up in Billings,
Montana, where he worked as a porter at the
Headquarters Hotel. His job included building fires
and buying cordwood; this is where he became
acquainted with Calamity Jane. Jane hauled wag-
ons of wood to the hotel, most days remaining in
town for several hands of poker. An expert player,
she often won large amounts from visiting railroad
officials and stockmen. When Benjamin asked
Jane what she did with her winnings, she replied
that it was sent east to care for and educate her
daughter. Many years later, Benjamin met this
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Continued

daughter, Jean Hickok McCormick. Her father was James Butler Hikok (not Wild Bill Hikok). She shared her moth-
er Jane’s diary with Benjamin:

“I want to tell you,” Calamity wrote, “about a young tenderfoot | met the other day. These old cow pokes like
to torment him. If he lives to be an old man and you come out in this country and ever find a real honest to God
man whom you ever hear speak a good word for me, you ask that man his name and | bet it will prove to be Ben
Greenough. He isn’t so low minded that he gossips about your mother like some of these men do. You find him
some day and tell him | thank him for his kindness. | like him very much. He is young and green now but some day
| would not be afraid to stake my all on Ben Greenough.”

In 1887 Benjamin began punching cows on the Crow reservation for Nelson Story of Boseman. Story
brought the first trail herd to Montana from Texas. His brand was the Ox Yoke Circle and the longhorns were wild!
Benjamin worked on a number of ranches in the area, eventually breaking horses for Buffalo Bill Cody on his Ce-
dar Mountain ranch. In 1893 he homesteaded at Fox near Red Lodge, and raised horses, a crossbreed of Morgan
and Clydesdales.

At the age of 25, Benjamin was working and batching with “Liver Eating Johnson,” hunting and trapping to-
gether in the winter of 1894 to 1895. This is when he earned his nickname, Packsaddle Ben. He would ride the
packhorse into the hunt with only a sheepskin on the horse’s back, walk in front of the hunting party, load the game
onto his pack animal, and then lead the horse back to camp. Johnson said, “Nobody but a damn sheepherder
would ride a pack animal.” But it made good sense to Benjamin even though it riled Johnson, a veteran of the Mex-
ican and Civil Wars with a fierce reputation.

On one of his horse selling trips to Illinois, Benjamin married Myrtle Delcenia Webb of Farmer City on Octo-
ber 21, 1899. They took up residence in Rock Creek, Montana, and then later at Red Lodge, Montana. The couple
had eight children, two of whom became world champion bronc and bull riders. The family was referred to as the
famous “Riding Greenough Family” of rodeo performers.

Benjamin was never a rodeo performer himself, mostly because the profession did not exist at the time.
Bearded and dressed in western clothes, he did ride at fairs and every major parade ever staged in Billings. Benja-
min won a bucking horse contest in 1898. He and his brother William ran a pack line, making the original trail from
Red Lodge to Cooke City, a three-day trip with a loaded pack. They hauled everything from kegs of beer to a fro-
zen corpse. His brother Bill once guided President Theodore Roosevelt through Yellowstone park. Bill and Benja-
min affectionately called Roosevelt “Kettle Belly.”

As we started looking for documentation to back up the colorful information contained in Benjamin’s obitu-
ary, we found the newspaper coverage was abundant. During his life, Benjamin did many, many things. He be-
came an accomplished ice skater and was custodian of the city skating rink. As a rancher, he spent summers as a
guide on pack-train trips in the Beartooth Mountains. He raised prize-winning poultry. After a court battle, Benjamin
and another man donned boxing gloves and settled their disagreement personally, with an amount of bloodshed in
the process. He helped organize the first rodeo in Billings in 1892. He was so well known that in his wife’s obituary,
her name was printed as Mrs. Benjamin Franklin (Packsaddle Ben) Greenough. Benjamin died May 8, 1956, in
Red Lodge, Montana, and lies at rest in the Red Lodge Cemetery with his wife of 54 years.

Benjamin Franklin Goodnough was smart enough to know life on the streets of New York City was not the
life for him. Somehow through the work of the Children’s Aid Society, he was sent west where he became a color-
ful and well-known fixture in Montana. His legacy lives on yet. His children Turk, Alice, Marge, and Bill made rodeo
history. Alice was the world’s first female producer of rodeos in the world. She rode bull-fighting bulls in Spain and
was inducted into both the Cowgirl and Cowboy Halls of Fame, alongside her sister Marge and brother Turk, who
was married for a time to Sally Rand, of vaudeville fame. Marge signed up with a Wild West show and performed
at Madison Square Garden. Benjamin’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren continue the legacy with National
Finals Rodeo honors and induction into the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame.

At NOTC we will continue to sort through the stacks of papers a bit more carefully. We never know when
we may find another “Packsaddle Ben” whose story is waiting to be shared.
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NOTC NEWS

Has your membership expired? The expiration date is in the body of the email. A membership form can be

downloaded at orphantraindepot.org or call to pay with your card.

Looking for a very simple way to support NOTC? If you buy anything from Amazon, you can set up an Ama-
zon Smile account within your Amazon account. Designate the National Orphan Train Complex as the charity
you wish to support. By using Amazon Smile when you order merchandise from Amazon, we will receive a do-
nation from Amazon. If every Friend of NOTC would designate their Amazon Smile match funds for our benefit,
we would be able to move ahead with updates and maintenance projects more quickly! Think it over!

Please remember NOTC when planning your estate. Contact Curator Kaily Carson
for options you might utilize to ensure NOTC remains financially viable mn the future.

Shout out and THANK YOU to the Cloud County Commissioners! The brutally hot Kan-
sas summer was made a bit easier to bear with a grant from the Cloud County Commissioners
to help with utilities. The funding was made possible through Wind Farm funds administered by
our commissioner. The funding permitted NOTC to complete several important projects, in-
cluding relocating and replacing the depot HVAC system.

Thank you to our generous donors (July 1 to October 31, 2022)

Board members also contribute numerous hours, funds, and creative ideas to this cause.

FALL WISH LIST

f‘EN/ERAIt_ /Blue B glRA: cT:S ty Commissi Rila Collette

isa Armstrong/Blue Beacon oud County Commissioners Tom & Suzi Tuggle
Mary Milo (Utilities) Pippa & Craig Lawson
Gary Jahne Community Foundation for

Pam Campbell
Judith Jacobus
Don Nelsen
Rose Maginness

Dr. LaVerne & Karen Fitch
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anonymous Donor

Fresh Perspectives/

Cloud County (HVAC replacement)
Oklahoma Humanities Council

(Riders on the Orphan Train)
Cloud County Tourism (brochures)

Churck & Amber Lambertz
Rosemary McGuire
Mickey Creager
Scott Mosiman

STATUE PROGRAM
Sherry A. Burton
Marlesa Roney
John & Janice Strait

2 Sliel el Lol If you were inadvertently left off this list,

Foundation for Health Care

Blosser Fund through CFCC
(operations)

BRICK PLATFORM PROJECT

Gary Jahne

Curtis & Sue Irby

please contact the Editor.

Lisa & Kevin Stromgren
Elaine B. Murray
Willie Mae Tenison
Rick Radcliffe

Jane Milne

Pamela & Kevin Ross
Cindy Medinger

Lyle Beckman

Lyle & Jane Ross
Linda Mins

Gary Nolan

Keith Coombs




Numbers 39 and 40 placed out in the Orphan Train Town!

Right: Drs. Edward and Harold Panzer were unveiled as the 40th
statue in front of the new North Central Kansas Medical Center
on Highway 81. Sponsored by Dr. Fowler Sr. Family

Below: Former students of Emilie Lung (Mildred Tracy) attended
the unveiling of her statue at the Concordia Middle School! Spon-
sored by Alpha Sigma Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma, Lavon
Brosseau, and Cloud County Educators.

Our next BIG project 1s replacement of the brick platform surrounding the depot. This will
be a large mvestment, but necessary to keep water from damaging the foundation of the depot. We
applied for but did not receive a grant to help with this project. We were encouraged to raise addi-
tional funds for this project before re-applying. We will also apply to several other grant entities to
help fund this critical project.

The Committee continues to proceed with some of the smaller projects on the depot as funding

allows. The depot ladies’ room 1s first on the list followed by a storage building next to the Morgan-
Dowell Welcome Center. This project includes disposal of the stone house (currently used for stor-
age and no longer weather tight) across from the depot. Donations for the upkeep of the depot mu-

seum and general operations are greatly appreciated!
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